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Dear Families and Friends,
As a proud South Euclid-Lyndhurst graduate myself, I can’t tell you how honored and privileged I am to be part of
the school district that has so excellently prepared me for college and for my professional career. Being an ARC again
feels so rewarding and refreshing as I walk down the hallways of our beautiful schools. It’s such a wonderful sense of
unity to see all our buildings adorned with the vibrant brown and gold, a welcome change from the red and white of
Rowland and green and white of Greenview from so long ago.
I’m so excited to introduce to you our first newsletter of this 2019-2020 school year. Our Gifted Intervention
Specialists (GIS’s) have been diligently working on unique learning opportunities to challenge and enrich our creatively
and academically talented Alpha and Step Up students.
You will be amazed when you read about and view the pictures of our children hard at work and having a ball at
the same time! Please take special note of the heartfelt messages throughout the newsletter from Mrs. Abate, Mrs.
Armbruster, and Mrs. Arnold to our children and families.
So grab a cup of coffee or hot chocolate with marshmallows, sit back and relax, and get ready to take a tour of the
exciting initiatives our children took part in this year.
Beverley A. Veccia, M. Ed., Coordinator of Gifted Services

vecciab@sel.k12.oh.us

Gifted Update
Gifted ALPHA Math students in grades 3,4,5, and 6 at Adrian, Rowland, Sunview, Greenview Intermediate
School, and Greenview Middle School expanded their math experiences so far this year with higher level
thinking skills, deductive reasoning, and extended math curriculum beyond their typical grade level. Here are
some ALPHA math highlights grade by grade from throughout the year:
ALPHA 3rd graders this year have worked on higher level math activities that included
Magic Squares and Magic Stars, Cross Number Puzzles (Japanese Kakuro Math Puzzles), Solving and
creating original 24 cards using mental math and a variety of mathematical operations, and math
problem analysis using the book Grapes of Math.
Fourth Grade ALPHA Math students have been busy with Cross Number Puzzles (Japanese Kakuro
Math Puzzles), Number Enigma operational strategy puzzles, multi-step Continental Math practice
competition problems, and analyzing and learning mental math strategies for an upcoming classroom
competition.
ALPHA 5th graders this year have worked on very challenging Crossmatics math and deductive
reasoning puzzles, as well as studying and working with the ancient Egytian number system and the
ancient Roman numeral system. To extend their classroom math lessons, this class worked on a

decimal operations scavenger hunt and a bingo game involving math concepts learned and mastered
throughout the year.
Sixth grade ALPHA Math students have been hard at work with Math Mindbenders (challenging math
and deductive reasoning puzzles), studying the binary number system and ancient Babylonian number
system and creating original math games using these systems, and “In the Balance” symbolic
algebraic and linear math problems. The students also participated in a discussion on the stock market
with former Brush graduates Mike Kilgore and Alex Yurovitsky who are financial advisors for Precision
Solutions. ALPHA Reading students in third grade across the district expanded their reading
experiences with higher level reading and writing activities using Kidblog, a safe, private blogging site
for students and teachers. They used strategies from the gifted publication “Jacob’s Ladder” to do
higher level analysis and writing responses to Greek myths and Aesop’s Fables.
Sixth Grade Alpha Math students actively and
enthusiastically debate solutions to a problem.

The highlight of this year was an author visit from
local author Tricia Springstubb in conjunction with
reading her book “What Happened on Fox Street”.
Ms. Springstubb was an inspiration to our budding
authors and shared many of her creative skills and
strategies.

As we all hunker down now for what I know we hope to be a brief hiatus due to the current world health
situation, I have emailed all of my ALPHA families to share a Google Classroom full of enriching activities
and experiences.
If for some reason you did not get this email, please let me know asap at
armbrustermarcia@sel.k12.oh.us and I will send you the link.
These are not assignments you must do, but fun and engaging activities that I hope you will check out! I will
miss my students and will keep all of you and your families in my heart and in my thoughts.
Be well, take care, and I hope to see you soon! Mrs. Armbruster

6th Grade Step-Up
6th grade Step-up students are wrapping up their study of time travel. Topics included: What is time travel? Is
it possible? Is it ethical?
Ryan Hidek’s time travel prototype that he made out of legos!

Our recent STEM challenge was to create a boat out of limited materials.
All participants were strategic and careful
in their designs, but the winning team was
able to build a boat that withheld 40
dominoes!

7th and 8th Grade Step-Up
Students recently visited Rockwell Automation Center for National Engineers Week. They completed a
series of engineering challenges, including programming lego robots, discovering augmented reality, and
completing circuit designs to withstand actual shock tests. They learned about many different types of
engineering and were able to tour the facility.

Field Trip Updates:
7th and 8th grade Step-Up students Unfortunately our field trip to the Beck Center of the Arts has been
cancelled for this year. We hope to attend next year!
5th-8th grade Step-Up students Unfortunately our field trip to John Carroll University for the Philosophy for
Kids Symposium, has also been cancelled for this school year. JCU classes will be conducted solely online for
the remainder of the year.
Competitions:
Wordmasters
6th-7th-8th grade step up students, as well as 7th and 8th grade honors students, have been
participating in the WordMasters Competition. There is one final meet scheduled for April that will still take
place virtually. Please stay tuned to Google Classroom for the release of the 3rd set of words, as well as ways
to practice these words. We will take the test online in April. The top 3 players currently for each grade level
are listed below! Congrats to:
6th Grade
1st Place- William Stanford
2nd Plade- Thomas Denk
3rd Place-Kate Bowser

7th Grade
1st Place-Sid Daouk
2nd Place-Andrew Matovic
3rd Place-(tie) Hasir McMillan
and Bernadette Sedon

8th Grade
1st Place- Lillian Anderson
2nd Place- Serenity Perrine
3rd Place- Alanna Silverman

Continental Math League
6th-7th-8th grade step up students participate in 5 math competitions throughout the year. Our final
meet was scheduled to take place mid-March, but they have cancelled until further notice. I will let you all know
via Google Classroom if we can still do the challenge just for fun. The top 3 players for each grade level are
listed below! Congrats to:
6th Grade
1st Place-Thomas Denk
2nd Place-Isabelle Gallo
3rd Place- Haylee Huthmacher/
Caleb Thorne

7th Grade
1st Place- Owen Thompson
2nd Place-Elijah Morgan
3rd Place- Sid Daouk

8th Grade
1st Place- Lillian Anderson
2nd Place- Serenity Perrine
3rd Place- Alanna Silverman

Note from Mrs. Abate to all students: I would like to take a moment to wish you, and your families well.
This is a very different, and challenging time for all of us, but I know we will come out stronger in the end. I
hope you find some time to reconnect with your families, and perhaps look for the silver lining in this very
turbulent time. I have posted optional enrichment opportunities in all of my step-up google classrooms and
will continue to post things that I find interesting! Please check in often and let me know how you’re doing. If
you need anything at all, please let me know!
Best of health, Mrs. Abate
abate@Sel.k12.oh.us

3rd Grade STEP-UP
The third grade STEP-UP students completed the unit of study on Bloom’s Taxonomy. The students learned all
about Bloom’s six levels of thinking: Remember, Understand, Analyze, Apply, Evaluate, and Create. They
demonstrated their knowledge of Bloom’s by applying it in a variety of creative ways. For example, while
learning about criteria and how to use criteria to make a valid evaluation, the children used an evaluation grid
to determine which bubble gum is the best. They wrote criteria to use in the evaluation of Double Bubble,
Extra, Bubblicious, Sour Patch Kids, and Hubba Bubba Max. The criteria that were used to judge the gum
include long lasting flavor, bubble blowing ability, flavor/taste, size of pack, and whether or not it sticks to the
wrapper. This was a fun and exciting way to learn about evaluating.

STEP-UP: Grades 3-6
STEP-UP students in grades 3-6 participated in a variety of STEM challenges. STEM is an acronym for
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math education. We focus on these areas together not only because
the skills and knowledge in each discipline are essential for student success, but also because these fields are
deeply intertwined in the real world and in how students learn most effectively. STEM is an interdisciplinary and
applied approach that is coupled with hands-on, problem-based learning. The students will learn how to solve
problems on a team using a process. The process begins with asking questions, imagining potential solutions,
making a plan, creating a solution, and then improving upon the results. This process continues until the goal
is met. Discovery, problem solving, and inquiry-based learning all play strong roles in STEM integration. Often
students use cooperative learning to work in teams to research and complete tasks, to test theories, and to
plan and implement processes and solutions. Learning is maximized because students share prior knowledge,
play on one another’s best skills, and utilize one another for discovering new and important information.

3rd Grade STEM
The third grade STEP-UP students participated in a STEM activity called
Valentine Towers. They had to use heart gummy candy and toothpicks to build
the highest free-standing tower. They had several opportunities to use the
engineering process to improve their towers.

4th Grade STEM
The fourth grade STEP-UP students participated in a roller coaster building STEM activity. The students
learned about kinetic energy, potential energy, friction, gravity and centripetal force during this activity. The
students explored what happened when they built a roller coaster with a taller second hill and they worked
together to build a roller coaster with a loop. They also used a computer simulation to experiment with energy
and friction.

5th Grade STEM
The fifth grade STEP-UP students participated in a Catapult Challenge. They had to construct a
catapult using craft sticks, elastic bands, pencils, a bottle lid and a pom-pom. The challenge was to see how
far they can make the pom-pom fly. Just like they do in all STEM challenges, the students needed to list their
materials, make a plan, record the results and make observations in their notebooks.

Fifth grade students at work constructing their catapult.

4th Grade STEP-UP
The fourth grade STEP-UP students finished their novel study of From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil
E. Frankwieler. The story took place in the Metropolitan Museum of Art and led us to a study of famous artists.
Each student chose a famous artist to research and as a culminating project they created a snowman inspired
by their artist’s techniques and famous work.
5th Grade STEP-UP
The fifth grade STEP UP students have been busy learning about Dr. Howard Gardner’s theory of
Multiple Intelligences. This theory recognizes the multifaceted profile of the human mind and explains that each
person possesses several intelligences in greater or lesser degrees. The intelligences are: verbal-linguistic:
word intelligence, logical-mathematical: number and reasoning intelligence, visual-spatial: picture intelligence,
musical-rhythmic: music and rhythm intelligence, bodily-kinesthetic: body intelligence, interpersonal: social
intelligence, intrapersonal: self-intelligence, and naturalist: natural environment intelligence. As a culminating
activity, the students created and presented an animated video that they designed using PowToons. They
were given a rubric that helped guide them as they analyzed and evaluated many different assessments.
Note from Mrs. Arnold to all students: I am thinking of you all and sending you a virtual hug. I know that
this is a very challenging time for all of us, but we will work together to make the best of this situation. I know
that you have plenty of work to do, but I have posted some very exciting optional learning opportunities in your
STEP-UP and ALPHA Reading google classrooms. I will be adding to those during the time that we are
apart. Please don’t hesitate to email me or dojo me if you need anything or even if you just want to say hello.
I am here to support you. Feel free to comment about any of the activities that you have the opportunity to
explore. I am thinking of you and will miss you during our time apart…...but I’m only an email away. Take
good care of yourself and your family.
Arnold@Sel.k12.oh.us

GIFTED COORDINATOR’S CORNER
Dear Families and Friends,
In my first year as Gifted Coordinator in SEL, we have taken a close look at the changes to gifted programming
mandated from the Ohio Department of Education and the Office of Exceptional Children.
Our children continue to participate in their Gifted Resource Room pull-out program, and they are receiving
services from our GIS’s in the regular classroom. In addition, our General Education Teachers have either received
training or are beginning professional development in gifted compliance, pedagogy, and instructional strategies to
qualify them as gifted service providers.
As a result, this school year also marked the beginning of our Gifted Intervention Specialists and General
Education Teachers collaborating to produce student Written Education Plans (WEP’s). Our parents that attended the
February meeting received their child’s WEP at that time. The WEP’s that were not picked up will be sent to your
households along with our SEL service and identification plan and our gifted assessment policy.The effective dates on
the current WEP’s will guide us through January 6th of 2021, so that goals and academic interventions will be in place
for our students at the beginning of next school year, as the reopening of our schools is uncertain at this time.
Every year in late Winter, early Spring, all 2nd and 4th graders district-wide are assessed for possible gifted
identification in Specific Academic Ability and Superior Cognitive Ability. ODE has eliminated the Otis-Lennon School
Ability Test (OLSAT) as a measure of intelligence testing. Therefore, we will be utilizing the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability
Test (NNAT), a ‘culturally neutral nonverbal reasoning and problem-solving evaluation.’ Our 2nd graders will take the
pencil and paper version of the test, while our 4th graders will participate in the on-line version. The Stanford 10 will still
be utilized for testing in the major content subject areas.
Due to the uncertainty of the remainder of this current school year, we will keep you posted regarding group
testing. Please keep in mind that individual testing for new students to the program and to identify current students for
additional programming, always remains an option. Again, we will inform you as to the process as we gain more
information.
Looking forward to next school year, we will reinstate competitions such as Spelling Bee and move forward with
other programs that were cancelled this year due to our extended Spring break. Please look for information as we plan
for next year and hope to bring some exciting new initiatives to our children and families.
I feel so privileged to have been given the opportunity to meet and work with so many wonderful children this
year through individual assessments and classroom visits.
I wish the best to you and your families as we work together to keep you informed and our children
academically engaged. Hopefully soon, we will be able to once again enjoy the buzz and excitement of our kids in our
corridors and classrooms.
Educationally and Creatively Yours,
Beverley A. Veccia, M. Ed., Coordinator of Gifted Services
vecciab@sel.k12.oh.us

