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Gifted Update
STEP UP Students Attend Philosophy Symposium
Mr. Robert Bell and Mrs. Gina Arnold

Dr. Sharon Kaye from John Carroll University has offered
critical thinking and philosophy resources to our 5th—8th grade
STEP UP students for three years. The philosophy program asks
questions such as whether or not the students have ever
wondered about weird things, or what would animals say if they
could talk, or if all of the world’s problems were solved would we
be happy.
The STEP UP program is consistently looking for
opportunities to challenge our students with higher level thinking. The philosophy
program does just that. One of the strategies of the philosophy program is to get
the students to see things from someone else’s point of view. It is a valuable skill
for our unique thinkers to realize that not everyone sees things the same.
Observing the students interact with the interns from John Carroll, we see the
students having fun experimenting with new ideas, even though it rattles
their comfort zones at times. Many of the philosophical concepts show
that disagreements are not a bad thing, disagreement is an excellent
opportunity for personal growth. These lessons tie in well with the
importance affective development that is best practices for gifted
education development.
The symposium held at John Carroll culminated the activities for
this year. Each grade level had a different presentation demonstrating
what they had learned. The fifth graders, in full costume and Emmy
Award winning performances, acted out various philosophical concepts.
Grade six sought to define symposium while having tea and discussing the
different philosophies of Descartes, Hume and Aristotle, to name a few. Grade
seven took on role playing skits to attempt to define love, and grade eight wrote
a play acting out several well known paradoxes.
It was fun for all, and included a catered lunch with an entertaining magic
show in the afternoon. I hope that your son or daughter discusses the activities
we regularly engage in during their STEP UP time. This was an experience to
share!

ALPHA Activities

Mrs. Marcia Armbruster

It was so nice to see a packed house up in Room 207 at Greenview for my ALPHA classes’ portion of the Open
House! Thank you to all parents, family members, and students who came and shared their projects from this
year!
Here are some highlights from April and May:
3rd Grade ALPHA Reading: The students finished the book Sees Behind Trees by
Michael Dorris and the correspondingly higher level thinking blog posts. Some final
comments from students included, “This was a very deep book”, “This was the best
book I ever read”, and “I am going to ask my mom to buy this book for me!” Parents, if
you get a chance to read this book yourself this summer, I highly recommend it. This
book speaks to adults as well as children for, as Sees Behind Trees himself said as he
learned about adulthood and life, “I had no idea just how many trees there were to see
behind.” The students’ final blog post writing was about their own personal skill or strength that they possess and
what their own Native American name should be because of this. Please ask them what name they chose and
why.
3rd Grade ALPHA Math: The students worked with the ancient Chinese math puzzle
Tangrams, seven standard puzzle pieces that can be made into a variety of challenging
animals, people, and objects. We read and discussed the accompanying folk tale
Grandfather Tang’s Story, by Ann Tompert. The students also played the strategy game Students collaborating on a
project.
Nim and worked with math strategies to create $100 words. Did you know that if you
assign a graduating dollar value to each letter of the alphabet that the words “pumpkin”,
“starfish” and “Wednesday” are just a few examples of words that will equal $100?
4th Grade ALPHA Math: Congratulations to our Mental Mathletic Competition Winners:
1st place - Malik Lesley
2nd place - Maria Harris
3rd place - Troy Smith
The fourth graders explored multi-step, multi-strategy math problems from the gifted resource book called “It’s
Alive!”, involving real world math problems about “gross and creepy” situations! The students also studied the
mathematics involved with tessellations, created their own tessellations with attribute blocks, and created
tessellations with intricate coloring sheets.
5th Grade ALPHA Math: Students in this class completed a MENSA for Kids challenge called “Probably
Probability” involving hands-on activities to understand probability in different situations. We experimented with
strategies to solve the Rubik’s Cube, and I am excited to say that, thanks to
our expert student and assistant Yu Chen, most of the class is now an expert
at solving a Rubik’s Cube! Our final project this year has been learning about
area as it related to tessellations and creating original tessellation templates
and using these to make original tessellation masterpieces.

6th Grade ALPHA Math: As sixth grader Justine Anderson said in our class one
day as she was figuring out a problem: “When your work is organized, your
mind is organized.” I do believe the sixth graders learned how true this was this
year as we tackled so many projects! We finished this year with learning about
the Fibonacci Sequence...how it works, the history behind it, and how the
Fibonacci numbers can be found in nature, music, and the human body. Each
student created and shared a Fibonacci presentation in one of these areas.
The Continental Math Challenge also came to a successful end. Congratulations
to these students for their hard work, patience, and perseverance in this yearlong challenge:
1st place - Owen Thompson
2nd place - Sid Daouk
3rd place - Roshis Kadkha
It has been such a pleasure to work with these ALPHA Math students over the
last four years. Best of luck and lots of happiness to all 6th graders!

Wishing all of you a peaceful and enjoyable summer!

Mrs. Armbruster

Collage of ALPHA Math
pictures from the 4th quarter.

STEP UP—Grades 3—5

Mrs. Gina Arnold

Grade 3 STEP UP: The 3rd grade STEP-UP students completed their Invisible Unicorn activity and creative writing
piece. This activity was designed to enhance creativity and divergent thinking. According to researchers, there are
four specific abilities that are necessary components in the development of creativity and divergent thinking.
These four abilities are fluency (the ability to think of many ideas), flexibility (the ability to produce a variety of
different ideas), originality (the ability to produce unusual and unique ideas), and elaboration (the ability to fill in
details and develop ideas).
In order to create their own Invisible Unicorn, the children first looked at the sheet from all sides, angles and
corners too. They did not immediately employ the first idea that came to mind, but, rather, delayed judgment
until a wide variety of ideas were considered. They then used the Invisible Unicorn to draw a detailed creative
picture in pencil. The picture somehow had to incorporate all the markings on the page. The goal was to come up
with an idea that no one else would think of. When the pencil drawing was done, color was added to the picture.
After that, the students either wrote a short story or a poem to accompany their masterpiece.
Grade 4 STEP UP: The fourth grade STEP UP students participated in a STEM challenge
where they had to design and build a roller coaster using foam tubes as the track and a
marble as the passenger car. Throughout this activity, the students were introduced to the
concept of kinetic and potential energy, friction and centripetal force. After watching videos
and designing prototypes on the computer, the students incorporated what they learned to
improve their roller coasters until the task was mastered. As a culminating activity each
group designed their own coaster and created a logo and blurb to go with it.
Grade 3 and Grade 4 STEP-UP: Novel Study: Grade 3 finished reading Wonderstruck by Brian
Selzniak and Grade 4 finished reading From the Mixed- UP Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L.
Konisburg. Both classes had the opportunity to watch the movie version of the book. While
watching the movie, the students completed a Venn Diagram in order to compare and contrast the
two versions. The children were very detailed in their comparisons which led to
rich discussions in both classes.

Grade 5 STEP UP: Fifth grade STEP UP students have been busy learning about Dr. Howard Gardner’s theory of
Multiple Intelligences. This theory recognizes the multifaceted profile of the human mind and explains that each
person possess several intelligences in greater or lesser degrees. The
intelligences are: verbal-linguistic: word intelligence, logical-mathematical:
number and reasoning intelligence, visual-spatial: picture intelligence, musicalrhythmic: music and rhythm intelligence, bodily-kinesthetic: body intelligence,
interpersonal: social intelligence, intrapersonal: self intelligence, and naturalist:
natural environment intelligence. The students are enjoying the activities and
the opportunity to analyze and evaluate their own strengths and weaknesses.

ALPHA Reading - Grades 4—6

Mrs. Gina Arnold

4th Grade ALPHA Reading: The fourth grade ALPHA reading students finished their novel study of
Masterpiece, by Elise Broach. They did a fantastic job of analyzing the characters, problems, solution
and theme of the book. Students selected a project or a topic related to the book that they wanted to
know more about. Some students researched the FBI stolen art unit, Albrecht Durer and his art work,
and even what the job of Curator entails. Other students wrote poems based on the novel and wrote
the next chapter of the book. All students had the opportunity to present to the class.

5th Grade ALPHA Reading: The 5th grade ALPHA reading students had the opportunity to read either
A Mango Shaped Space, by Wendy Mass or Three Times Lucky, by Sheila Turnage. While students were
reading the novel, they met in student led literature circles to discuss the books. Once the novels were
finished, students had the opportunity to choose a project. Students created games, new chapters,
puzzles, plays and creative writing pieces that they presented to the class.
6th Grade ALPHA Reading: The 6th grade ALPHA reading students participated in a variety of critical
writing activities. One activity involved writing a detailed and accurate description that would enable
another student to find a specific object on a page of similar objects. They also had to accurately read,
interpret, and apply a written description to locate a particular object. Students worked together to
discuss the thought process that they went through when writing their description.

STEP UP - Grades 3 - 5 Continental Math League 2018—2019
Top Cumulative Students:
Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Logan Thorne - 17

Noah Banks - 21

Thomas Denk - 23

Ashton Amer - 14

Emily Bull - 18

Lukas Alexander - 22

Geoffry Fitch - 13

Maria Harris - 18

Isabelle Gallo - 21

Kason Sams - 12

Charles Dancy - 16

Caleb Thorne - 20

Benjamin Denk - 11

Michelle Lorton - 16

William Stanford - 16

Bryce Grant - 10

Jayne Wilde - 14

Ryan Hidek - 16

Memorial Junior High School

Mr. Robert Bell

Recently our Memorial Junior High STEP UP students attended a workshop at the Beck Center for
the Arts in Lakewood. Students had the opportunity to work with hired professionals and explore
various art forms such as clay, improvisation, drawing, percussion, mime/movement, and dance.
The arts workshop fits into our gifted curriculum perfectly by having our students experience
different levels of creativity.
The seventh and eight graders also competed against one another in a modified formal
debate.The self-selected topics that they chose to debate were: animal testing, gun control,
common core curriculum, and school lunch menus . Our students are very competitive but had
fun with the battle of wits. Each team consisted of two students on either the affirmative or
negative side of the arguments. Each argument was to be two minutes in length versus the
customary eight minutes. The ability of the modern learner to get a lot of information, in such a
short time, is amazing. They will be ready to hit the big time in high school debate club!
Our students also had the privilege to attend the Great Lakes Theater production
of Shakespeare's Taming of the Shrew. Despite their difficulty with gender roles, our
students enjoyed the production. If you are not familiar with the story, the action of the play
revolves around a father trying to get his oldest daughter married, before he will let his more
popular younger daughter wed. Shakespeare and his language always challenge. It was a great
fit, and a well deserved respite from our AIR testing.

Invention Convention
STEP UP students in grades 4—6 participated in an
Invention Convention in March. At the May Board of Education meeting, the winners from each grade level had the
opportunity to present their invention ideas to the board
members. Students who presented were:
Grade 4: Maria Harris
Grade 5: Ashley Amer and Ryan Hidek
Grade 6: Owen Thompson

Coordinator’s Corner
Thanks to all of the families that attended the Open House on May 7th. You have amazing
children and it was nice to be able to showcase the talents and hard work of this group. Please
keep encouraging them to be the best individuals that they can be - in all areas. I have certainly
enjoyed working with gifted programming in South Euclid Lyndhurst for the past five years. I will
take good memories with me as I step away from the district at the end of this school year. I plan
to work with the new gifted coordinator to help ensure a smooth transition.
Thanks for the memories:

South Euclid Lyndhurst Schools

Debra Barrickman, Ph.D.
Gifted Coordinator
Greenview Upper Elementary School
1825 South Green Road
South Euclid, Ohio 44121
Phone: 216-691-2023
Email: Barrickman@sel.k12.oh.us

Parents Thank you for your support of the
gifted programming in SEL. Please
feel free to share any suggestions
and /or concerns that you may
have.
Enjoy the summer break!

